Inherited predisposition to lung cancer.
This chapter summarizes data from epidemiologic and animal model studies which demonstrate that an inherited predisposition influences the incidence of lung cancer. The authors review the cell biologic events that contribute to neoplastic transformation and the biologic processes that influence tumor progression. They describe how host mechanisms may limit the genesis and progression of tumors and discuss how information about mechanisms of carcinogenesis may be applied to estimating the risk of lung cancer in individuals exposed to environmental carcinogens.